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Our Vision

We strive to empower the members of our community to meet their own physical, mental or spiritual needs by providing holistic, relationship – based ministries.

Our Mission

The Andrew P. Stewart Center exists to change lives by providing quality services to children, families, and the greater community.

After-School Mission

The Andrew P. Stewart Center strives to provide children with the highest quality care possible.  The Center’s primary objectives for its after school program are to support the children’s educational efforts through supervised homework, tutoring and a reading initiative.  The Center also seeks to provide participants with extracurricular activities designed to enrich their lives through experiential learning.  Along with intentional spiritual growth opportunities all activities will be conducted in Christ-like love. Children will grow in their faith as they engage themselves, their neighbors and the larger community through reflective, as well as interactive spiritual experiences.  

The Andrew P. Stewart Center is not a daycare.  Its programs are intended for those children and families that desire the opportunity to partner with a Christian community ministry geared towards life, family, community and world enrichment.  In an effort to ensure that children reach their full potential, parents/guardians are expected to support the Center’s efforts with their presence at the Center and in the children’s lives.  The Stewart Center seeks to build community within its participants and their parents/guardians by fostering a loving environment through which growth occurs as a result of respectful relationships.  

The Center’s primary ministry is to its immediate neighbors in Reynoldstown and surrounding communities.  The Stewart Center will never discriminate based on race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status or sexual orientation.  The Center does reserve the right to select participants suitable for the ministry’s programming.  Those that might be excluded from participation are those that bring violence or drugs onto the Stewart Center campus or to the Center’s offsite events. 

The Stewart Center desires to form stable bonds and meaningful friendships with the families of its participants.  Families are encouraged to participate as much as possible and to provide leadership and counsel for the Center’s ministries.  By partnering with families the Center hopes to engage children that will one day change the world to more fully resemble God’s kingdom.  

Andrew P. Stewart Center After School Program Overview

The fall semester of the Stewart Center's after school program will begin on August 15, 2011. The hours of the program will be from 2:30pm to 6:00 pm.  The spring term will begin on January 5, 2011 and end May 24, 2011.  The after school program will follow the same academic calendar as the Atlanta Public School’s calendar.  It will observe the same closings and accommodate to the early dismissal schedule.  The center will be closed for the following dates:


September 5 - Labor Day

October 10-11
 - Teacher Professional Learning Days
November 8 - Teacher Professional Learning Day
November 21-25 - Thanksgiving Break

The after school program will consist of small group bible studies, service projects, choir rehearsals and electives in sports, dance and cooking.  There will be days or evenings when the children are invited to perform at choir concerts and various other events.

Academic Requirements

There are no grade or performance requirements to participate in the Center's after school program.  Despite the lack of requirements children are expected to participate fully with the Center's homework and reading programs.  The Center has the right to inquire from the parents/guardians about the child's school performance.  Likewise the parents/guardians have the right to examine the Center's programming to ensure that it is best serving their child/children.  Children will not be dismissed for academic reasons except in extreme circumstances when the child's needs are beyond the Center's assistance capabilities.  
Financial Costs
The cost to attend the Andrew P. Stewart Center after school program is $5.00 per week for each child.  These costs will go towards school supplies, transportation, snacks and any other items applicable to the afterschool program.  If a family is unable to provide $5.00 a week, that family may contact the Executive Director to ask for permission to contribute in other ways.
Homework/Tutoring

The Center’s tutoring and homework program will be administered by a certified teacher and will include tutors enrolled in Mercer University’s Tift College of Education.  Each child will be given an aptitude test within the first month of the program in order to assess their strengths and weaknesses.  In response to the initial assessment, the staff, tutors and volunteers will tailor their educational efforts to provide the most help for each child.  

This fall the Stewart Center will employ several counselors that will provide leadership and structure to its after-school program.  These counselors will have a passion for children and will work closely with the children during educational and extracurricular activities.  The counselor’s efforts will be supported by numerous volunteers from local churches, colleges, businesses and organizations.  

Choir

Each student is required to participate in the Andrew P. Stewart Center choir.  This choir will meet once a week during after school hours for rehearsal and will perform at various times and places throughout the year.  Dates of performances will be announced during the school year. Any costs associated with the choir will be covered by the Stewart Center.  Children will receive a shirt with the Center's logo to wear at performances.  
Sports Club

There will be sports electives for the children to participate in during the fall semester.  Depending on the children's ages, ability, our facilities and the weather the children will participate in a variety of athletic opportunities.  
Other Electives

Those students who choose not to participate in the sports electives will have the opportunity to participate in other electives that may include art, music, cooking, dance, reading club or computer time.  
Missions/Service Project

Once a week the students will participate in an hour-long missions class.  This class will discuss various missionaries and mission opportunities in the community and around the world.  Children will also engage in several outside mission opportunities throughout the semester.  
Small Group Bible Study
The students will participate in a small group bible study once a week for an hour.  This group will be separated by age and will discuss God’s Kingdom and how each of us can be an active participant in it.
Parent/Guardian Involvement

Parents/Guardians are expected to be actively involved with their child’s after school experience. For every child, the Parent/Guardian is expected to contribute eight hours of volunteer work for the fall and eight hours for the spring for a total of 16 hours.  There will be several opportunities to earn hours. Hours can be earned by reading to children during the reading enrichment time, helping to clean the center, chaperoning choir events, office assistance, marketing help, event planning and staffing, helping on various workdays and other opportunities that arise during the year.
Parent/Guardian Leadership Counsel 

This fall we will initiate a Parent/Guardian Leadership Counsel.  The counsel will be made up of six to eight parents/guardians and the Center’s executive and program directors.  The counsel will provide leadership for the Center’s ministries through regular participation in programming as well as meeting regularly to assess the Center’s activities and support the staff.  One parent/guardian member of the counsel will be elected to attend the Center’s bimonthly board meetings.  The member will be a nonvoting member of the board for the term of one year.  Those interested in applying for the Parents/Guarding Leadership Counsel should indicate that desire on the after-school application form
Discipline Plan

The Andrew P. Stewart Center uses a “three strikes you’re out” discipline plan. If a child is disciplined three times during a week (ie time out; sent to office; etc) he or she will not participate in the Friday fun event or the Friday fun snack.  
Late Policy for After School Students

The Andrew P. Stewart Center after school program will begin at 2:30pm and end promptly at 6:00 pm. Parents or guardians are expected to pick up their child by 6:00 pm. Late pickups will not be permitted.  If a child is picked up late, the family will be charge $1.00 for each late minute after the first five minutes.  This must be paid before the child is able continue to participate in regular afterschool programs.  Extreme circumstances will be taken into consideration.
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